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•• A wave of religious revivals that began in New A wave of religious revivals that began in New 
England and spread throughout the colonies.England and spread throughout the colonies.

•• Emphasized inner experience as the principal Emphasized inner experience as the principal 
way of discovering truth.way of discovering truth.

•• Advocated an emotional approach to religious Advocated an emotional approach to religious 
worship that threatened the authority of worship that threatened the authority of 
established churches.established churches.
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•• aroused public aroused public 
awareness of wrongs awareness of wrongs 
the federal the federal 
government had government had 
inflicted on the inflicted on the 
American IndiansAmerican Indians
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•• ““No woman can call No woman can call 
herself free who does herself free who does 
not own and control not own and control 
her body. No woman her body. No woman 
can call herself free can call herself free 
until she can choose until she can choose 
consciously whether consciously whether 
she will or will not be she will or will not be 
a mother.a mother.””
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“ The problem lay buried, unspoken, for many years in  the 
minds of American women. It was a strange stirring,  a sense 
of dissatisfaction, a yearning that women suffered in the 
middle of the twentieth century in the United State s. Each 
suburban wife struggled with it alone. As she made the beds, 
shopped for groceries, matched slipcover material, ate 
peanut butter sandwiches with her children, chauffe ured Cub 
Scouts and Brownies, lay beside her husband at nigh t--she 
was afraid to ask even of herself the silent questi on—’Is this 
all?’”


