	Concepts/Principles of Government to Know
1) Federalism-  Dividing powers between the state and national governments (i.e. state controls schools while federal controls military) 
2) separation of powers- Dividing powers among the 3 branches of government (legislative makes laws, executive enforces laws, judicial interprets laws
3) checks and balances- Powers that each branch is given to keep the other branches under control (i.e. veto, veto override, impeachment)
4) judicial review- Check and balance that the courts have to declare laws of Congress and actions of the President unconstitutional.
5) representative democracy-  The form of government in which the people choose leaders to make decisions for them.
6) limited government-  Our government’s power is limited by the Constitution and Bill of Rights
7) rule of law-  Everyone must follow the laws no matter who they are.
8) individual rights and responsibilities-  Each person has rights as well as responsibilities such as paying taxes and voting.
9) consent of the governed-  The people give the government the right to rule.
10) majority rule-  More than half the people choose the leaders and influence the government.
11) popular sovereignty-  Rule by the people.
12) equal protection-  The 14th amendment guarantees that all people are equally treated by the government.
13) eminent domain- The government can take your land or property for public use, government must compensate or pay the owner for the property.

Federal and Maryland state government – structure and organization
 

Federal Government

State Government

Legislative – 

makes the laws
(bicameral)
Power to tax and spend money on government programs
Congress :

House of Representatives – based on population

Senate – each state has 2 Senators

General Assembly:

House of Delegates

Senate

Executive –

Enforces the laws

President

Governor

Judicial – 
Interprets the law
Supreme Court

Maryland Court of Appeals

US Court of Appeals

Court of Special Appeals

US District Court

Circuit Court

District Court

*Explain how the powers of government are divided and shared on the federal and state levels including shared powers such as taxation and making laws.
*Explain the powers denied to the national and state governments including:
 bills of attainder -people accused of crimes must receive a trial
 ex post facto laws- laws that punish people for actions before the action was illegal
 suspension of the writ of habeas corpus -people accused of crimes must be brought before a judge and be made aware of the charges against them)
*Identify and explain the function of the implied powers of Congress including the Elastic Clause (necessary and proper) and its effects on the principle of limited government.  The elastic clause allows Congress to make any laws it needs to carry out its enumerated (listed) powers.  For example, since Congress has the power to collect taxes it has the right to create a bank. Many of the implied powers developed with changing conditions in the United States: Regulation of airlines and nuclear weapons testing – these did not exist in 1787 when the Constitution was written.


	Analyze historic documents to determine the basic principles of United States government and apply them to real-world situations 
Historic Documents:
1) Declaration of Independence- stated we are a separate country from England / Listed complaints or grievances colonists had against the government of Great Britain. Principles: consent of the government & rights of  citizens
2) Articles of Confederation-  1st written plan of government that failed because the national government was not given enough power. Set up a confederal form of government – states and national government share powers – states are strong / national government is weak.
3) United States Constitution- Our written plan of government. It sets up three branches of government: Executive – enforces law / Judicial – interprets the law / Legislative – makes the laws. (Principles: Checks and Balances, Separation of Powers, Limited Government and Federalism)
 Set up a federal form of government where the states and national government share power with the national government stronger.
       Because it can be changed or amended when necessary it is referred to as a “living document”.

4) The Bill of Rights -  know rights/protections with emphasis on 1st amendment rights – speech, press, assembly, petition and religion
                                                                                                     4th amendment – search and seizure
      Bill of Rights protects the rights of citizens by limiting the powers of the government: Limited Government

5) Magna Carta (1215) – Early English document that established the principles of limited government and due process.

Explain the fundamental principles of American government contained in the Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation, United States Constitution and the Maryland Constitution:
* Government by “consent of the governed” (people) is a principle found in all documents. 

	Evaluate roles and policies the government has assumed regarding public issues .

Public issues:
* Environment (pollution, land use)- Environmental Protection Agency tries to guarantee clean air and water.  Local governments zone land for specific purposes such as homes or businesses.  The state government wants local governments to follow Smart Growth when zoning – to reduce pollution, traffic congestion and preserve the environment.
* Entitlements (Social Security, Medicare or Medicaid)-  Programs to give money and medicine to the elderly and poor. Problems facing Social Security – “Baby Boomers” will draw more money from Social Security than the smaller group of current workers are paying into the system – possibility of going bankrupt by the year 2030.
* Health care and public health (costs, substance abuse, diseases)  - advantages and disadvantages of government providing health care – promoting general welfare v. economic cost of tax increases.
* Censorship (media, technology)-  The government can censor the media when they air inappropriate content or during times of war. The government is permitted to limit the publication of information that threatens national security.
* Crime (prevention, punishments)-  Each state can give their own punishments.
* Equity (race, ethnicity, region, religion, gender, language, socioeconomic status, age, and individuals with disabilities.)-  The government tries to make sure that each person is treated equally.


	Explain roles and analyze strategies individuals or groups may use to initiate change in governmental policy and institutions 

Terms and Concepts:

1) Describe the role of political parties and how they influence elections, elected officials and public opinion.  Political parties inform people of the issues and use advertising and campaigning to get their candidates elected. Political parties represent a broad range of interests and opinions, trying to appeal to as many people as possible.
2) Describe the differences between political parties, special-interest groups, lobbyists, and Political Action Committees (PACs) and how they influence government and public opinion.  Political parties nominate candidates and try to win elections.  Interest groups usually focus on one issue or problem and try to influence candidates and government officials. Interest groups often hire lobbyists who meet with elected officials to try to have their one issue addressed by the government.  Interest groups also form Political Action Committees (PACs) to raise and donate money to candidates that support their position on their issue or problem in order to help them win elections.
3) Candidates- people running for office / trying to win elections.
4) Citizens’ role in the election process, ways to influence laws and government policy and importance of being informed citizen.
Testify before a legislative committee hearing, writing and petitioning elected officials, join an interest group, work on a campaign committee, 
5) Evaluate the reliability and impact of the media on elections, elected officials and public opinion.  The media informs citizens about the issues and candidates stands on the issues.  Often media has an intentional or unintentional bias that influences voters. The mass media is often referred to as the “fourth branch of government” because of its large impact on public opinion and influence voters during elections.
6)  Explain referendum and initiative processes and how they allow individuals and groups to bring about change in state and local government.  In some states, citizens can propose or vote on laws for their state.
a. Referendum – proposed law is placed on a ballot for voters to vote on.

b. Initiative - provides a means by which a petition signed by a certain minimum number of registered voters can force a public vote on a proposed statute.



	Analyze the impact of landmark Supreme Court decisions on governmental powers, rights, and responsibilities of citizens in our changing society 
Court Cases to Know
1) Marbury v. Madison – judicial review
2) McCulloch v. Maryland – supremacy of national law & upheld implied powers of Congress
3) Plessy v. Ferguson – “separate but equal” doctrine and upheld segregation as constitutional
4) Brown v. Board of Education – overturned Plessy and made segregation unconstitutional
5) Miranda v. Arizona – due process issue – accused must be informed of their rights
6) Gideon v. Wainwright – due process issue – accused has a right to a lawyer
7) Tinker v. Des Moines Board of Education – freedom of expression in schools as long as it does not disrupt school activities – expanded student rights.
8) New Jersey v. T.L.O. – 4th amendment – school officials only need reasonable cause to search students. Reduced student rights.


	Analyze legislation designed to protect the rights of individuals and groups and to promote equity in American society 
Evaluate the effectiveness of legislation in promoting equity and civil rights:

Civil Rights Act (1964)-  prevents discrimination based on race, religion, gender or national origin throughout the United States.
Voting Rights Act (1965)-  people can’t be barred from voting for almost any reason.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA 1990)-  The law that prevents discrimination against the disabled – similar to the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA 1997) – free and appropriate education must be provided for disabled students.
Identify the purpose of affirmative action.- A program that gives preferences to minorities and women to make up for past discrimination. 

	Evaluate the impact of governmental decisions and actions that have affected the rights of individuals and groups in American society and/or have affected maintaining order and/or safety 
1. Presidential use of power and executive orders on rights, order, and/or safety
· Describe the purpose, limitations and impact of executive orders in maintaining order and providing safety for citizens.  Presidents issue executive orders to explain how a lass passed by Congress will be enforced. 
· Executive orders have the force of federal law without Congressional approval. Examples:  Emancipation Proclamation, President Eisenhower sending troops to Little Rock, Ak to enforce the Brown v Bd. Of Ed. Decision, President Roosevelt using Executive Orders to place Japanese Americans in interment camps after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

2. National government agencies actions affecting rights, order and/or safety.
· Explain how the President utilizes executive departments and regulatory agencies to assist in maintaining order and protecting the safety of the nation, such as the Department of Defense. 
·  Regulatory agencies protect consumers from unsafe business practices:

· Food and Drug Administration – makes sure our food and medicines are safe

· Federal Aviation Administration – regulates airline industry to ensure safety of air travel

· Federal Communications Commission – regulates television, radio and wireless communications – interstate and international

· Federal Trade Commission – prevents unfair business practices

· Environmental Protection Agency – protects the environment by limiting pollution

· Examine the impact of government decisions on individuals and groups, such as approval policies of the Food and Drug Administration  (FDA), environmental standards set by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), regulations by the Maryland Department of the Environment
3.  State actions affecting rights, order and/or safety.
· Describe how the governor of Maryland can use executive power to maintain order and safety in the state, such as calling out the National Guard in the case of a natural disaster 

4. Evaluate the role of state and national governments concerning issues related to public safety and maintaining order, such as crime prevention, changes in driver’s license requirements, seat belt laws, and immunization shots 

	Evaluate the principle of due process 
1) Explain the meaning of the Fifth Amendment due process clause.  The rights of the accused are called due process rights.
2) Analyze the applications of the fourteenth Amendment, focusing on the due process and equal protection clause.  The accused have due process rights in state cases also. 

3) Explain the incorporation doctrine under the Fourteenth Amendment – 14th amendment guarantees citizens equal protection and it was used to “incorporate” or make the due process protections listed in the Bill of Rights applicable to the states (states must also protect these rights in state courts).
4)  Identify how Procedural due process protects the accused.  People have the right to a lawyer and a fair trial among other procedural rights.


	Analyze elements, proceedings, and decisions related to criminal and civil law 

Compare and contrast the elements, proceedings and decisions in civil and criminal law.
Civil law – terms to know   
Civil Cases are disputes between two or more individuals                                                                      
1) Plaintiff-  the person bringing the suit                                   
2) Defendant-  the person being sued
3) Contract-  an agreement between two or more parties
4) breach of contract-  breaking an agreement with another party
5) torts (lawsuits involving negligence)-  lawsuits in which someone is injured
6) Damages-  the money that defendants have to pay if they are found liable
7) preponderance of evidence-  more than half the evidence
8) petit jury-  the jury that makes the decision in the case
9) out-of-court settlements-  an agreement between two sides to settle the case outside of court
Criminal law- terms to know

Criminal Cases are cases where a law has been broken.
1) Defendant-  the person on trial
2) Prosecutor-  represents the government
3) reasonable doubt-  the jury must decide if the person is guilty or not guilty beyond a reasonable doubt
4) felony, misdemeanor-  the two levels of crimes.   A misdemeanor is less serious than a felony.
5) grand jury-  The jury that decides if there is even enough evidence to have a trial.
6) Indictment-  When the jury finds that there is enough evidence to have a trial.
7) probable cause-  The government must have probable cause before they can search a suspected criminal.
8) presumption of innocence-  The petit jury must believe the accused is innocent until proven guilty.
9) plea bargaining- When the defendant pleads guilty to a lesser crime.
10) writ of habeas corpus-  the paper that says that a person must be brought before a judge when they are put in jail.
11) Subpoena-  a demand by the court for a person to appear.



	Analyze advantages and disadvantages of various types of governments throughout the world 
Types of political systems to know – compare advantages and disadvantages:
1) Democracy (parliamentary, presidential)
a.  Presidential Democracy - The people elect both the president and the legislature – the United States.

b. Parliamentary Democracy - The people elect the legislature and the legislature chooses the president or prime minister - Great Britain 
2) Democracy (direct, representative)-  
a. Direct Democracy - people discuss and vote on all issues – town meetings / small groups of people.

b. Representative Democracy - People vote for representatives to run the government for them – United States.
3) Authoritarian – examples: absolute monarchy, oligarchy, dictatorship and totalitarian- leader(s) don’t follow laws and can take away the peoples’ rights.
Forms of government – advantages and disadvantages:
1) Unitary-  the national or federal level of government has all the power
2) Confederal (Confederation) - Power is divided between the state and national government but the state governments have most of the power.
3) Federal - the state and national governments divide / share powers with the national government stronger than the states.


	Analyze economic, political, social issues and their effect on foreign policies of the United States 
Policies of United States government that effect relationships with other countries:
1) national defense (military)
2) arms control

3) security of other nations

4) Trade – free trade agreements, embargoes (refusal to trade with a country) and tariffs (tax on imported products)
5) human rights
6) economic sanctions-  not trading (embargo) or stopping foreign aid (money) to foreign countries to get them to do what the United States wants them to do.  For instance, we have an embargo on Cuba because they have a dictator and communism.
7) foreign aid-  we give money and other assistance  to countries to promote peace, assist in their economic development or persuade them to support American policies and actions.
Contemporary concerns which affect international relationships including:
1) national security
2) economic well-being
3) the spread of democracy
4) developing nations
5) global economic conditions
Explain how United States foreign policy is developed and implemented:

* Executive agreements are agreements between leaders of nations, they have the same effect as a treaty but do not need Senate approval.

* Foreign ambassadors are appointed by the President and are approved by Congress (Senate) – they represent the United States in foreign countries.

* Treaties are agreements between nations that are negotiated by the executive department, but they must be approved by Congress before the President signs the treaty.


	Evaluate the effectiveness of international alliances and organizations from the perspective of the United States  

* United Nations:  A world government in which the United States is one of the primary players.  It tries to ensure world peace.
* North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)-  A military alliance where the US and European countries agree to protect each other. (Security)
* North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)-  Agreement between US, Canada and Mexico to eliminate tariffs. (Economic well being)
* International Monetary Fund (IMF)-  A world organization that exchanges currency of developing countries for currency of respected countries. (developing nations and global economic conditions)
* World Bank-  A world organization that gives loans to developing countries. (Global economic conditions)
* International Red Cross-  provides medicine, shelter, food etc. for victims of war and natural disaster (Humanitarian) 
Explain the various roles of the United Nations (UN) such as maintaining international peace, enforcing international law, addressing human rights violations and solving international problems


	Analyze geographic issues and problems using geographic concepts
Compare climate, land use, natural resources, population distribution, demographic and density maps of Maryland and the United States 

	Analyze the roles and relationships of regions on the formation and implementation of government policy 
 Assessment Limits:

1) International, national, state, local, and/or regional interests that may shape government policy.- regional cooperation
2) Patterns, trends and projections of population growth in regions and how these may affect the environment, society and government policy.

3) Examples of the criteria used to define a region include economic development, natural resources, population, religion and climate.
 * Regional means different areas within Maryland (e.g. Eastern Shore, mining region, Piedmont Plateau), the United States (e.g., Northeast, Sunbelt, mid-Atlantic regions) and the world.



	Evaluate demographic factors related to political participation, public policy and government policies 
Assessment Limits:

· Political causes and effects of reapportionment, redistricting and voting patterns. Influence of demographic factors on government funding decisions           

*Evaluate the impact of changing population size on representation in legislative bodies as determined by the United States Census 
*Analyze patterns, trends, and projections of population in regions and how these may affect the environment, society and government policy and spending (money  goes to areas with population growth to provided needed services)
*Analyze the influence of demographic factors on the formation and implementation of government policy and funding decisions, such as education, health care and social security 
*Determine the impact of reapportionment (dividing up the 435 representatives in the House of Representatives among the 50 states) and redistricting (drawing legislative districts based on the number of representatives in the state)on individuals, groups, local communities and regions
*Determine the impact of gerrymandering on groups, communities and the legislative bodies involved
Gerrymandering is the drawing of legislative districts that favor one political party over other parties.



	Evaluate the role of government in addressing land use and other environmental issues 
Assessment Limits:

· National, state, and/or local issues.

· Issues will include urban sprawl and government policy regarding growth and land use/zoning

a. Describe how state/local governments control the use of land and manage growth through zoning laws and/or ordinances
b. Analyze the role of the state executive branch in addressing land use and environmental issues, such as Smart Growth, deforestation, urban sprawl, pollution, natural disasters, water resources, wetland preservation and critical areas
c. Evaluate the way federal, state, and local governments develop policy to address land use and environmental issues, such as urban sprawl, Smart Growth and commercial use of public land.  Urban sprawl is when people move out of the city and into surrounding areas.  This movement causes the government to have to build new roads and pay for new infrastructure, such as getting electricity and water to these areas.  The government also needs to pay for more police, schools and fire and rescue. 
Also associated with urban sprawl is traffic congestion problems – be able to suggest and evaluate proposals to solve traffic congestion problems.

	Use the principles of economic costs and benefits and opportunity cost to analyze the effectiveness of government policy in achieving socio-economic goals 
Describe / explain:

1) The role of scarcity (people’s wants being greater than the resources available to fill those wants) and opportunity cost (the value of the next best thing you give up when you make an economic decision) in government decision-making.

2) Competing socio-economic goals include economic freedom, growth, stability, equity, security, productivity, national defense, environmental protection, and educational quality
· Examples of economic equity (examples: minimum wage laws, helping first time home buyers)
Explain how governments attempt to prioritize socio-economic goals and tradeoffs that occur with government policy.

	Evaluate how governments affect the answers to the basic economic questions of what to produce, how to produce, and for whom to produce 
1. Explain how traditional, command and market economies answer the basic economic questions of what to produce, how to produce and for whom to produce / Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each system
* Command system-  The government answers all of the basic economic questions.

* Traditional system-  The basic economic questions are answered based on the way things have always been done.

* Market system-  The consumers and producers answer the basic economic questions.

2. Explain how elements of market, command and tradition have shaped the United States’ mixed economic system, such as consumer preferences, tariff policies and farming practices.
* Consumer preference is a market economy factor, tariff policies are a command economy factors, farming practices are traditional economy factors – they are all part of the United States economy and for this reason we are known as a mixed economic system.


	Examine regulatory agencies and their social, economic, and political impact on the country, a region, or on/within a state 
Describe / Explain:

1) How regulatory agencies that respond to social issues and/or market failures:

A. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) -  protects the environment
B. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)- protects consumers from harmful foods and drugs
C. Federal Trade Commission (FTC)-  protects consumers and businesses from harmful or anti-competitive actions. 
D. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) -  regulates the media including censoring content
E. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)-  tries to make air travel safer


	Evaluate the effectiveness of current monetary and fiscal policy on promoting full employment, price stability, and economic performance 
Explain / Describe:

1) Business cycle, monetary policy (Federal Reserve actions) and fiscal policy (Legislative and Executive actions) and their effect on economic performance, full employment, and price stability.
2) Tools of monetary policy (Federal Reserve System – FED) include 
A. the reserve requirement-  the amount banks have to keep in reserve and not loan out.
B. interest rates-  the amount that banks have to pay back to the FED for taking out loans.
C. open-market operations (buying and selling of government securities).
3) Tools of fiscal policy include increasing/decreasing taxes and tariffs and/or spending.  Congress and the President are in charge of fiscal policy.

4) Measures of economic performance
a. Gross Domestic Product (GDP)- the total value of all goods and services produced in the country in a year.
b. Consumer Price Index (CPI) – measures inflation (rising of prices)

c. Unemployment rate- the percentage of people who are willing and able to work but can’t find a job.
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