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	Enduring Understanding
	· There are all kinds of plants. 

· All plants come from seeds.

· Plants are living things that do not move from place to place.

· Plants make their own food.

· Plants are used by humans for food, shelter, and drugs.

· Plants are important to humans and animals.

	Essential Questions
	· What are the characteristics of plants?

· In what ways are plants important for humans and animals?

· Why are plants necessary in our environment?

· What do you think would happen to humans and animals if we didn’t have plants?

· What are some things you can do to save plants so that we can continue to use them in the future?

	Evidence of Understanding


	What would the world be like without plants?  What would happen to humans and animals without plants? In celebration of earth day, you and your teammates will conduct an investigation into the importance of plants and come up with a plan to save plants so that we can continue to use them in the future. Your job will be to present a Power Point presentation including, graphics, facts, and your plan to save plants from disappearing.  Your completed projects will be presented to our community leaders.  In your presentation, you should address the following:

· What are the parts of the plant?

· How do seeds grow?

· What are some of the different types of plants?

· What are the four main things plants need to grow and survive?

· Why are plants important to humans and animals?

· How are plants used in our daily lives?

· What is your plan to save plants and ensure their existence for the future?

· How can you persuade others of the importance of plants? 



	Learning Experiences
	· Complete “Plant Treasure Hunt” on the Internet.

· Research Internet resources.

· View the following video resources: How Plants Grow, Plant and Life on Earth, How Plants Get Food, How Plants Live in Different Places, How Seeds Get Here and There.
· Complete class experiments (i.e. Parts of the Plants, Seeds and Roots, Photosynthesis, Make a Terrarium).

· Read from the following books:  From Seed to Plant
by Gail Gibbons, The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle and  Jack's Garden by Henry Cole.


	Target 
Audience
	The target audience for this project is the Caroline County Commissioners.  This is a group of local citizens that make important decisions for our community.

Third grade students will prepare a multimedia presentation that investigates the characteristics of plants, the importance of plants, and their plan on how to ensure the existence of plants in the future.

	Time 

Allotment
	· Project Introduction – Group Assignments and Student Roles.  Each group will meet and decide on their roles. (approximately 30 minutes) 

· Individual Work – Each group member will research one of the following questions: (approximately 30 minutes)
· Member 1 – What are the parts of the plants?

· Member 2 – How do seeds grow?

· Member 3 – What are some of the different kinds of plants?

· Member 4 – What are the four main things plants need to survive?

· Jigsaw Group Work: Students working on the same question will get together and compare and revise their research. (approximately 15 minutes)
· Home groups will meet and share information. (approximately 15 minutes)
· Each member of the home group will create their slide on index cards with the required information from their topic and create a student-illustrated graphic. (approximately 30 minutes)
· Home group completes “Plant Treasure Hunt” on the Internet. (approximately45 minutes)
· Home group works on the following questions together and will create “rough” slides on index cards for each of the following questions (approximately 2 hours):

· Why are plants important to humans and animals?

· How are plants used in our daily lives?

· What is your plan to save plants and ensure their future?

· What would happen to humans and animals if we didn’t have plants?

· Home groups will create slides using Power Point and student-created illustrations. (approximately 2 hours)

· Home groups will meet and make revisions to final presentation and use a digital camera to download and insert graphics into presentation. (approximately 45 minutes)
· Groups will present their projects to the class (practice). (approximately 1 hour)
· Students will share their completed projects to the invited county commissioners. (approximately 1 hour)

	Project
Requirements
	Content Requirements:

· Each student will research their question and include student created illustrations that relate to their question.

· Each group will complete the “Plant Treasure Hunt”.

· Each group will research their group questions and include appropriate student-created illustrations.

Technical Requirements:
· The multimedia project will be created and presented using Power Point.
· The presentation should include:
· one introduction slide with title and student names
· one or two slides created by each group member on their individual question
· one or two slides for each group question
· a student-created graphic for each question (individual and group).
· correct capitalization, usage, punctuation, and spelling.

	Storyboards
	Slide One




Slide Two
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	Group Management
	Students will be organized into groups of four.  From these groups, students will choose which topic they want to study: 
· What are the parts of the plant?
· How do seeds grow?
· What are some of the different kinds of plants?
· What are the four main things plants need to survive?
Students will then meet with their Jigsaw Group:  students from other groups that share the same topic as above.

Students will then work with their original groups to develop the final product.

Check lists and rubrics will be provided before every work session. Included in the checklists will be information on what I expect each slide should contain.  

Students will be shown the story board as well as the sample product that was created for this project.

	Roles
	Each individual will have a topic to study within their group:

· What are the parts of the plant?
· How do seeds grow?
· What are some of the different kinds of plants?
· What are the four main things plants need to survive?
The whole group will be responsible for the following questions:

· Why are plants important to humans and animals?

· How are plants used in our daily lives?

· What is your plan to save plants and ensure their future?

· What would happen to humans and animals if we didn’t have plants?

	Access / Schedules
	The school media center offers a small computer lab that teachers are able to access.  This lab has ten computers that have Internet access as well as Power Point.  I will be able to sign up for the time I need to complete this project.  Class work and homework time will also be allotted for children to complete or revise their “rough” slides created on index cards.

	Technology Resources
	Technology resources that the students will use:

· “Plant Treasure Hunt”

· Digital Camera

· Power Point Software

· Internet Search Engines

· Word Processing

	Multimedia Requirements
	Technical Requirements:

· The multimedia project will be created and presented using Power Point.

· The presentation should include:

· one introduction slide with title and student names

· one or two slides created by each group member on their individual question

· one or two slides fro each group question

· a student-created graphic for each question (individual and group)

· the use of a digital camera to take and load student-created graphics into presentations

· correct capitalization, usage, punctuation, and spelling
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	Task
	Exemplary

4
	Accomplished

3
	Developing

2
	Beginner

1
	Rating
	Score

	Research/

Planning
	Students accurately completed nine “rough” slides for individual questions and group questions on index cards.  Each “rough” slide includes appropriate title, accurate information, and a student-created illustration relating to the topic.
	Students accurately completed at least seven “rough” slides for individual and group questions on index cards.  Each “rough” slide includes appropriate title, accurate information, and a student-created illustration relating to the topic.
	Students accurately completed at least five “rough” slides for individual and group questions on index cards.  Each “rough” slide includes appropriate title, accurate information, and a student-created illustration relating to the topic.
	Students accurately completed at least two “rough” slides for individual and group questions on index cards.  Each “rough” slide includes appropriate title, accurate information, and a student-created illustration relating to the topic.
	__ x 2=

	

	Individual Content
	The student has included accurate information and illustration(s) for individual question.  “Rough” slide as well as final Power Point slide is complete.
	Most of the information and illustration(s) are accurate for individual question.  “Rough” slide and Power Point slide is complete.
	Some of the information and illustration(s) are accurate for individual question.  “Rough” slide and Power Point slide is complete.
	Information and illustration(s) are not accurate for individual question.  “Rough” slide and Power Point slide is incomplete.
	__ x 8 =
	

	Group Content
	All four group questions and illustrations are accurate and relate to each specific question.  Students developed a reasonable and persuasive plan for saving plants in the future.
	Three of the group questions and illustrations are accurate and relate to each specific question.  Students developed a reasonable and persuasive plan for saving plants in the future.
	Two of the group questions and illustrations are accurate and relate to each specific question.  Students developed a plan for saving plants in the future.
	At least one of the group questions and illustrations were completed accurately.
	__ x 6 =
	

	Organization
	The information is in the correct order.  

· Title slide

· Parts of a plant

· How seeds grow

· Different kinds of plants

· What plants need to survive

· Plants are important to humans and animals

· Plants are used every day

· Our plan to save plants

· Life without plants
	Most of the information is in the correct order.
	Some of the information is in the correct order.
	Very little of the information is in the correct order.
	__ x 2=
	

	Writing Mechanics
	There is no capitalization, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors.  There is one space between words and two spaces at the end of a sentence.
	There is very few capitalization, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors. There is one space between words and two spaces at the end of a sentence.  
	Some capitalization, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors.
	Many capitalization, usage, punctuation, or spelling errors.
	__ x 3=
	

	Technical Requirements
	The presentation includes all six requirements.

#one introduction slide with title and student names
#one or two slides created by each group member on their individual question
#one or two slides for each group question
#a student-created graphic for each question (individual and group)
#the use of a digital camera to take and load student-created graphics into presentations
#the use of different colors and sizes of font

	The presentation includes at least five requirements.
	The presentation includes at least three requirements.
	The presentation includes at least two of the requirements.
	__ x 4=
	

	Student-created illustrations
	Student created appropriate, labeled, illustrations for each question.  Illustrations are colorful and neat.  Students used the digital camera to take pictures of student-created illustrations.
	Student created appropriate, labeled, illustrations for at least 6 of the 8 questions.  Illustrations are colorful and neat.  Students used the digital camera to take pictures of student-created illustrations.
	Student created appropriate, labeled, illustrations for 4 of the 8 questions.  Most of the Illustrations are colorful and neat.   Students used the digital camera to take pictures of student-created illustrations.  
	Student created appropriate, labeled, illustrations for 2 of the 8 question Students used the digital camera to take pictures of student-created illustrations.  
	__ x 2=
	

	Teamwork
	Group members helped one another, shared ideas, developed and evaluated their finished product.
	Group members helped one another, shared ideas, developed and evaluated their finished product with very little teacher involvement.
	Group members required teacher involvement.  Group members helped one another, shared ideas, developed and evaluated their finished product some of the time.
	Group members required teacher involvement.  Very little cooperation was displayed.
	__ x 4=
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	       / 124



Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Individual Checklist

(“rough” slide)

· I answered the question completely and included details from my research.

· I used complete sentences.

· I included a student-created illustration about my question.

· My illustration is labeled.

· My illustration is neat and colorful.

· I used correct capitalization, usage, punctuation and spelling.

· I included the question I am researching.

Group Checklist

(“rough” slides)

· We included details from the research.

· We used complete sentences.

· We included illustrations relating to each group question.

· The illustration is labeled. 

· The illustration is neat and colorful.

· Our plan to “save plants” is reasonable and original.

· We used correct capitalization, usage, punctuation and spelling.

· We included the question for each title.
Group Power Point Checklist

· Revisions have been made to “rough” slides.

· The slides are organized correctly.

· Title slide

· Parts of a plant

· How seeds grow

· Different kinds of plants

· What plants need to survive

· Plants are important to humans and animals

· Plants are used every day

· Our plan to save plants

· Life without plants

· We used correct capitalization, usage, punctuation and spelling.

· We skipped one space between words and two spaces at the end of a sentence.

· Our title for each slide is larger.

· We used the digital camera to take pictures of our illustrations.

· We dragged them into our presentation for each slide.

· Each slide is original and creative.

Student-created illustration showing what it would be like without plants for animals and humans





What Would Happen To Humans and Animals without Plants


Students would summarize what the world would be like without plants.  They would answer the following:  What would happen to humans without plants? What would happen to animals without plants?

















Student-created illustration of group plan to save plants





Our Plan to Save Plants


This information will include a summary of students plan to ensure the existence of plants for the future.  Students should include what they can personally do to help save plants as well as how they can encourage others to do the same.











Student-created illustrations on at least two of the above examples





How Plants Are Used Every Day


Students will include information on food, medicine, wood, fuel, paper, etc…











Student-created illustrations showing at least one of the above





Plants Are Important To Humans and Animals


Students are to include information on the importance of plants: i.e. oxygen, carbon dioxide, cycle of nature, food, mulch, etc...








Student-created illustration of the four things plants need in order to survive with appropriate labels





What Plants Need To Survive


Students will include the four things plants need in order to survive: sunlight, water, soil, and nutrients.








Plants as trees illustration





Plants as flowers illustration





Plants as food illustration





Different Kinds of Plants


Students will include information about plants as food, flowers, and trees.








student-created illustration showing the stages of a seed with appropriate labels.





How Seeds Grow


Students will include information on the stages of seed development.








Student-created illustration showing the parts of the plants with the appropriate labels.








The Parts of A Plant





Students will include the four parts of a plant and describe what each part does.
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Group Member 1


Group Member 2


Group Member 3


Group Member 4





Group Picture

















