What types of accommodations will
the student receive if determined eli-
gible under Section 5047

Each student’s needs are determined
individually. Determination of what is
appropriate is based on the nature of
the disabling condition and what that
student needs in order to have an equal
opportunity to compete when compared
to the non-disabled. There is no guaran-
tee of As or Bs or even that the student
will not fail. Students are still expected
to produce. The ultimate goal of educa-
tion for all students, with or without disa-
bilities, is to give students the
knowledge and compensatory skills they
will need to become functional and pro-
ductive citizens.

|
Can students still be disciplined un-
der Section 5047

Students under Section 504 are still ex-
pected to follow the CCPS Code of Stu-
dent Conduct. However, when disciplin-
ing a student under Section 504,
schools must consider the relationship
between the disability and the misbe-
havior if the student is going to be re-
moved from the regular setting for more
than 10 days. This does not mean that a
student with a disability cannot be sent
to an alternative placement or that they
cannot go to in-school suspension or be
suspended from school. Your school or
district 504 Coordinator can assist you
in this area should you have additional
questions.

What are the rights of parents under
Section 5047

As a parent or legal guardian, you have
the right to:

1. Receive notice regarding the identifi-
cation, evaluation and/or placement
of your child;

2. Examine relevant records pertaining
to your child;

3. Request an impartial hearing with
respect to the district’s actions;

4. File a complaint with the school dis-
trict 504 Coordinator;

5. File a complaint with the appropriate
regional Office for Civil Rights.
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Nondiscrimination Statement

The Charles County public school system does
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, reli-
gion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, age or disability in its programs, activ-
ities or employment practices. For inquiries,
please contact Kathy Kiesslling Title IX/ADA/
Section 504 Coordinator (students) or Nikial
Majors, Title IX/ADA/Section 504 Coordinator
(employees/adults) at:

Charles County Public Schools

Jesse L. Starkey Administration Building
P.O. Box 2770

La Plata, Maryland 20646

or by phone:
(301) 932-6610
(301) 870-3814

Department of Student Services
Section 504 Coordinator
301-392-7510
Fax: 301-392-7511
Charles County Public Schools

5980 Radio Station Road
P.O. Box 2770
La Plata, MD 20646
301-932-6610 | 301-870-3814
TTY: 301-392-7579
www.cchoe.com
Info Line: 301-932-6656




What is Section 504?

Section 504 is a federal law that protects
the civil rights of persons with disabilities.
The Act prohibits any organization that
receives federal funds from discriminat-
ing against otherwise qualified individuals
because of a disability. Section 504 re-
quires schools to make a “reasonable”
accommodation” for students with disa-
bilities to allow them to participate in
school and school-related activities.

L
Who is Eligible?

A student with a disability should be con-
sidered for eligibility under Section 504 if
he/she:

¢ has a physical or mental impairment
which substantially limits one or
more major life activities;

¢ has a record of such an impairment;
or

¢ is regarded as having such an im-
pairment.

What is an “impairment” as used un-
der the Section 504 definition?

An impairment as used in Section 504
may include any disability, long-term ill-
ness, or various disorders that
“substantially” reduces or lessens a stu-
dent’s ability to access educational op-
portunities in the school setting because
of a learning-, behavior-, or health-related
condition.

What are “major life activities?”

Maijor life activities include, but are not
limited to: self-care, manual tasks, walk-
ing, seeing, speaking, standing, sitting,
lifting, bending, thinking, reading, learn-
ing, breathing, concentrating, interacting
with others, working, etc. Conditions that
are episodic or in remission are also now
covered if they create a substantial limi-
tation in one or major life activity while
they are active. Students who are cur-
rently using illegal drugs or alcohol are
not covered or eligible under Section
504.

What does “substantially limits”
mean?

Substantially limits is not defined in the
federal regulations; however, in a letter
from the Office of Civil Rights (OCR),
they state that “this is a determination to
be made by each local school district
and depends on the nature and severity
of the person’s disabling condition.” In
considering substantial limitations, stu-
dents must be measured against their
same age, non-disabled peers in the
general population and without benefit of
medication or other mitigating measures
such as learned behavioral or adaptive
neurological modifications, assistive
technology or accommodations.

A diagnosis of a disability does not auto-
matically qualify a student for eligibility
under Section 504, and not all students
eligible under Section 504 require accom-
modations.

The Evaluation/Eligibility Process

The teachers or parents who feel a stu-
dent may meet the criteria for eligibility
may request a Section 504 eligibility
meeting. The team includes school staff
and other specialists who will review vari-
ous sources of information (e.g., report
cards, teacher reports, information from
parents or other agencies, state assess-
ment scores or other school-administered
tests, observations, discipline reports, at-
tendance records, health records/medical
reports, adaptive behavior information
and other data necessary to determine
whether a student is eligible under Sec-
tion 504). Formalized testing is not always
required; however, schools must consider
a variety of information sources. A single
source (such as a doctor's report/
statement) cannot be the only information
considered. Schools must be able to as-
sure that all information submitted is doc-
umented and considered. Schools may
also obtain consent to conduct their own
assessments.

The team must compare the student’s
performance with that of the average stu-
dent in the general population to deter-
mine whether the effect of the student’s
impairment is so severe that, without ac-
commodations, he/she would be denied
an equal opportunity to access education-
al programs and activities.



